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Surface litter:
Freshly fallen leaves and organic debris
and partially decompcsed organic matter

Topsoil:
Partially decomposed organic matter (humus),
living organisms, and some inorganic minerals

Zone of leaching:
Area through which dissolved or suspended
materiais move downward

Subsaoil:

Accumulation cf iron, aluminum, and
humic compoundcs, and clay leached
down from the A— and E—horizon

‘Parent material:

Partially broken—down
inorganic minerals

Bedrock:
impenetrable tayer

Figure 8-5 Soil proii'e showing possible soil horizons. The number, composition, and thickness of these
horizontal layers vary with different types of soil, as shown in Figure 8-6.



